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Accomplishments

The library is a heavily used resource and a genuine source of pride for the Borough.
We served over 22,000 cardholders and welcomed over 158,000 visitors.










We delivered a wide variety of new books, audiobooks, films, TV shows, and music
for the public
Adult, teen, and children’s programs were expanded and often filled
We supported the economic health of the community by offering career and
jobseeking programs, as well as computer classes and online courses
We provided opportunities for parents and children to build early childhood
literacy skills, conducted a superb children’s Summer Reading Club, and supported
the initiatives of Sayreville schools
We provided updated public computers and quiet work and study spaces
We offered one-on-one basic computer training
We partnered with many local organizations and government agencies to offer
convenient, local programs and resources
The summer teen volunteer program was filled to capacity and provided high
school students with their first workplace experience

2018 Usage measurements
Library visits
Registered Cardholders

158,158
22,011

Total Checkouts
143,018
ELibraryNJ loans
13,004
Database uses
17,719
Online classes
443
Zinio digital magazine uses 1,368
Total items used
175,552

Adult programs
Children's programs
Teen programs
Total programs

266
323
126
715

Website visits

42,400

Computer sessions

22,539

Serving the Community

Per the U.S. Census Bureau, there are currently over 45,000 residents in Sayreville.
Major housing construction is planned over the next few years, and it is estimated that
Sayreville will have a population of 49,000 by 2020. In 2017, the library opened a
newly expanded and renovated meeting room for community programming. The room
can be divided into two separate spaces and thus accommodates more programs and
events.
Expanding Digital Services

The Library plays a major role in the lives of Sayreville residents who need guidance,
training, or assistance to conduct their lives in a digital world. While most residents own
smartphones, many households do not have computers, printers, or Internet access.
Government agencies have shifted from printed resources and application forms to online
versions. Job applications must be submitted online, even for jobs not requiring computer
skills. Merchants deliver discounted merchandise, tickets and receipts via online websites
and email attachments. For many residents, the Library is the only available, trusted
source of assistance to find authoritative online information and to conduct personal, dayto-day business. In addition, the library offers wireless printing, a fax machine and free
streaming services. The streaming services allow patrons to download movies, tv shows
and documentaries for fee. A new, more user-friendly website is coming in 2019.
New Strategic Plan

One of the major accomplishments of 2018 was the revision of the library's strategic plan
for 2019-2021. The mission of the Sayreville Public Library is to be an integral part of the
community through providing resources, programs, services, experiences, access to
technology, and an environment that encourages lifelong learning. Thus goals and
objectives are set for the next three years. The 2019-2021 strategic plan is also accessible
at the library website www.sayrevillelibrary.org . Click on About Us and then click on
Strategic Plan.
Building and Grounds

In 2019, the worn carpeting will be replaced and the circulation desk area will be
refurbished. A new reference desk will be installed and the area refurbished. The
carpeting and some furniture in the Quiet Room will be replaced, due to staining, wear
and tear. The Children's Room will be updated and refurbished to appeal to the newest
generation of young patrons. All wallpaper throughout the building will be replaced.
Other future plans include moving and expanding the Teen Room, so that all youth
services are separated from Adult Services. Over the years, the library has accommodated
between 50-125 teens from both the Middle School and High School, each afternoon.
Because the Teen Room is located right next to the Quiet (silent) Room, the noise levels
generated have interfered with the usage of other library patrons. We will be applying for
partial funding from the State of NJ for this project. The library parking lot will be
repaired and eventually repaved.

OUR VALUED PARTNERS
The Friends of the Sayreville Public Library continued to provide essential fundraising
and volunteer support.
2018 revenues $3234.81
These funds were used for the following library expenses:
 Co-sponsorship of the Summer Reading Club Kickoff celebration
 Sponsorship of library programs
 Museum Passes for Grounds for Sculpture and The Intrepid.

Teen volunteers contributed hundreds of hours of their time assisting with the Summer Reading
Program. A Teen Advisory Board was reestablished this year and is active in suggesting teen
programming ideas and in promoting teen programs and initiatives.
Sayreville Schools

Supporting Sayreville’s teachers, students and parents:
 Practice SAT sessions
 Online study and practice for standardized tests
 Programs for college-bound students and their parents
 Visits to many Sayreville schools, including preschools and hosting school visits at the library
 Annual purchase of books for school assignments and summer reading lists
 Offering free homework help for students in K-12 one day a week
Groups of students with special needs from local academies worked at the library, re-shelving materials
and cleaning tables and bookshelves. Adults from residential group homes visited the library weekly.

Literacy Programs of New Jersey ran conversation groups for English as a second language.
These classes are very popular for members of the community and improve both basic and
intermediate English language skills.

LMxAC automation consortium now includes 40 member libraries that honor Sayreville Library
cards. This also expands our collections by enabling reciprocal borrowing with these libraries.
New Jersey State Library



Per Capita State Aid
Statewide Databases

Libraries of Middlesex provides a forum for library directors to share information and foster
cooperation. It is a great source for ideas on improving, expanding and creatively funding
library services.

SAYREVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY
2018 RETURN ON INVESTMENT

Type of library use
Adult book borrowed
Children's book borrowed
Interlibrary loan outside consortium
Magazine/newspaper read in library
Magazine downloaded
Magazine borrowed
Movie borrowed
TV show borrowed
Music CD borrowed
Audiobook borrowed
Ebook/audiobook downloaded
Children's program attended
Adult or Teen program attended
Hour of computer time/wireless connection
Reference questions answered
Hour of individual technology instruction
Database search accessed at library website
Online course or College and K-12 practice exam
Meeting room use for community groups

Value per
use
$16.00
$13.00
$25.00
$8.00
$8.00
$8.00
$20.00
$20.00
$14.00
$18.00
$10.00
$15.00

Total Value of Library Use
Total 2018 Expended

Value of services per dollar spent

$15.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$125.00
$50.00

Number of
uses
61688
68326
8915
1500
1368
1217
15226
2492
1829
1754
13044
323
392
19004
11017
32
34219
2998
112

Total value
$987,008
$888,238
$222,875
$12,000
$10,944
$9,736
$304,520
$49,840
$25,606
$31,572
$130,440
$4,845
$5,880
$380,080
$220,340
$640
$684,380
$374,750
$5,600
$4,349,294
$1,545,062

$2.80

2018 BALANCE SHEET
2018 Revenues
Municipal aid
State aid
Receipts

Total 2018 Revenues

$1,545,062
$40624.55
$51668

*Surplus

$1,637,354.84
$34,083.33
$1,671,438.17

Total 2018 Operating Budget
2018 Expenditures
Salaries and wages
Benefits
Materials and supplies
Other general expenses
PCSA (state aid) expenses
Total 2018 Expenditures

$993,540.96
$293,339.31
$111,681.80
$255,291.70
$17,584.40
$1,671,438.17

